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conduct is reflected in those theories which make a sharp
separation between mind as inner and conduct and conse-
quences as merely outer.
For the split may be more than an incident of a particular
individual's experience. The social situation may be such
as to throw the class given to articulate reflection back into
their own thoughts and desires without providing the means
by which these ideas and aspirations can be used to reorganize
the environment. Under such conditions, men take revenge,
as it were, upon the alien and hostile environment by culti-
vating contempt for it, by giving it a bad name. They seek
refuge and consolation within their own states of mind, their
own imaginings and wishes, which they compliment by
calling both more real and more ideal than the despised outer
world. Such periods have recurred in history. In the early
centuries of the Christian era, the influential moral systems
of Stoicism, of monastic and popular Christianity and other
religious movements of the day, took shape under the in-
fluence of such conditions. The more action which might
express prevailing ideals was checked, the more the inner
possession and cultivation of ideals was regarded as self-
sufficient — as the essence of morality. The external world in
which activity belongs was thought of as morally indifferent.
Everything lay in having the right motive, even though that
motive was not a moving force in the world. Much the same
sort of situation recurred in Germany in the later eighteenth
and early nineteenth centuries; it led to the Kantian insist-
ence upon the good will as the sole moral good, the will being
regarded as something complete in itself, apart from action
and from the changes or consequences effected in the world.
Later it led to any idealization of existing institutions as them-
selves the embodiment of reason.
The purely internal morality of' meaning well,' of having a
good disposition f egardless of what comes of it, naturally led
to a reaction. This is generally known as either hedonism or

